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	Gypsy and Traveller Stratford Road
Preferred Options Site Response Form 2014
	For Official Use Only Ref:
Rep. Ref.


Please use this form if you wish to comment on the Stratford Road Gypsy and Traveller Preferred Options Site.
This form may be photocopied or, alternatively, extra forms can be obtained from the Council’s offices or places where the consultation documents have been made available (see back page). You can also respond online using the LDF Consultation System, visit: www.warwickdc.gov.uk/newlocalplan or by letter (address on back page)
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Part A - Personal Details
Part B - Commenting on the Stratford Road Gypsy and Traveller Preferred Site
The policy in the Draft Local Plan will list the criteria by which Gypsy and Traveller sites will be judged for suitability and sustainability. These are the criteria:
a) the site is within reasonable distance of schools, GP surgeries, dentists, hospitals, shops and community facilities;
b) the site has good access to the major road network;
c) the site is of a suitable size to accommodate between 5 and 15 pitches for permanent sites or 12 pitches for transit sites;
d) it can be demonstrated that infrastructure requirements can be adequately met; and
e) there is potential for the site to be adequately screened.
	Continued... 


Guidance on Making Representations
· Please use this response form as it will help the Council to keep accurate and consistent records of all the comments, alternatively complete online at www.warwickdc.gov.uk/newlocalplan
· You may withdraw your objection at any time by writing to Warwick District Council, address below
· It is important that you include your name and address as anonymous forms cannot be accepted. If your address details change, please inform us in writing
· All forms should be received by 4.45pm on Friday 12 December 2014
· Copies of all the objections and supporting representations will be made available for others to see at the Council’s offices at Riverside House and online via the Council’s e-consultation system. Please note that all comments are in the public domain and the Council cannot accept confidential objections. The information will be held on a database and used to assist with the preparation of the new plan for Gypsy and Traveller sites and with consideration of planning applications in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998
· To return this form, please drop off at one of the locations below, or post to: Development Policy Manager, Development Services, Warwick District Council, Riverside House, Milverton Hill, Leamington Spa, CV32 5QH or email: newlocalplan@warwickdc.gov.uk
Where to see copies of the Stratford Road Gypsy and Traveller Preferred Options Site
Copies are available for inspection on the Council’s web site at www.warwickdc.gov.uk/newlocalplan and at the following locations:
	Location
	Opening Times
	

	Warwick District Council Offices
Riverside House, Milverton Hill, Royal Leamington Spa
	Mon – Thurs Fri
	8.45am – 5.15pm 8.45am – 4.45pm

	Leamington Town Hall
Parade, Royal Leamington Spa
	Mon – Thurs Fri
	8.45am – 5.15pm 8.45am – 4.45pm

	Warwickshire Direct Whitnash
Whitnash Library, Franklin Road, Whitnash
	Mon – Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
	10.30am – 5.00pm 1.30pm – 5.00pm Closed
10.30am – 4.00pm 10.30am – 1.30pm

	Leamington Spa Library
The Pump Rooms, Parade, Royal Leamington Spa
	Mon – Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
	9.30am – 6.00pm 10.00am – 7.00pm 9.30am – 6.00pm 9.30am – 4.30pm 12.00pm – 4.00pm

	Warwickshire Direct Warwick Shire Hall, Market Square, Warwick
	Mon – Thurs Fri
Sat
	8.00am – 5.30pm 8.00am – 5.00pm 9.00am – 4.00pm

	Warwickshire Direct Kenilworth
Kenilworth Library, Smalley Place, Kenilworth
	Mon – Tues Wed
Thurs – Fri Sat
	9.00am – 5.30pm 10.30am – 5.30pm 9.00am – 5.30pm 9.00am – 1.00pm

	Warwickshire Direct Lillington
Lillington Library, Valley Road, Royal Leamington Spa
	Mon
Tues and Fri Weds
Thurs
Sat
	9.30am – 12.30pm & 1.30pm – 6.00pm 9.30am – 12.30pm & 1.30pm – 5.30pm Closed
9.30am – 12.30pm & 1.30pm – 7.00pm 9.30am – 12.30pm

	Brunswick Healthy Living Centre
98-100 Shrubland Street, Royal Leamington Spa
	Mon – Fri
	9.00am – 5.00pm


Where possible, information can be made available in other formats, including large print, CD and other languages if required. To obtain one of these alternatives, please contact 01926 410410.
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Yes





Would you like to be made aware of future consultations on Gypsy Traveller sites?





1. Personal Details	2. Agent’s Details (if applicable)





Title





First Name





Last Name





Job Title (where relevant) Organisation (where relevant) Address Line 1





Address Line 2





Address Line 3





Address Line 4





Postcode





Telephone number Email address





About You: Gender


Ethnic Origin�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Age	Under 16�
16 - 24	25 - 34�
�
45 - 54�
55 - 64	65+�
�






No





35 - 44





Where did you hear about this consultation e.g. radio, newspaper, word of mouth, drop-in sessions.





The preferred option is not a suitable location for development, and is not justified to be an allocation by the evidence base.


The Preferred Options Consultation Paper states that the Council had been unaware of this site and it had not previously been considered by the Council (paragraphs 1.6 and 1.7).  This is not true as the site was first considered by the Council in 2009 within its Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) (reference W12).  The Council concluded the site was not suitable for housing for a variety of reasons.  This conclusion was repeated in the 2012 SHLAA and 2014 SHLAA.


Having regard to the site assessment work now undertaken by the Council in relation to its suitability, the following comments are made:


2 & 5. Nature Conservation Designation


It is reasonable to expect that preliminary ecological appraisals are used to inform decisions as to whether to consult on a particular site being included as an allocation in a development plan, and not be undertaken retrospectively.  This is particularly important for a site which adjoins the River Avon which the evidence recognises is “important for biodiversity”, and concludes that there is the potential for a minor negative effect.  The extent of the effect will not be known until more detailed surveys have been carried out in the appropriate season, and the proposal is therefore not justified by any evidence.





3. Historical Designation


The site adjoins the Grade I Registered Park and Garden of Warwick Castle Park, and Warwick Conservation Area.  The Council’s evidence base considers that the “small scale of the proposal” will mean it is unlikely to have a negative effect.  Paragraph 129 of the Framework requires the Council to identify and assess the significance of any asset that may be affected by a proposal (including by development affecting the setting of a heritage asset). No such assessment has been undertaken by the Council, and the proposal is therefore not justified by the evidence available.





6. Flooding


Notwithstanding, the site’s location within Flood Zones 2, 3a and 3b, the Council considers that “there is mitigation available which will eradicate the threat (of flooding) completely”.  However, this cavalier approach to the location of inappropriate development within areas at risk of flooding does not accord with paragraph 100 of the Framework, which states that “Local Plans should apply a sequential, risk-based approach to the location of development to avoid where possible flood risk to people and property and manage any residual risk … by:














X

















�





What is the nature of your representation?	Support	Object	Comment





Please set out full details of your objection or representation of support with reference to the criteria above.
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applying the Sequential Test;


if necessary, applying the Exception Test.”





Neither of these tests has been undertaken in this instance, contrary to paragraph 102 of the Framework, which stipulates that “Both elements of the test will have to be passed for development to be allocated or permitted”.  The proposal is not justified by any evidence.





8. Agricultural Land Quality


The evidence produced to inform the Preferred Option does not support the Agricultural Land Classification given in Table 1 (which is Grade 3a/4).  The Gypsy and Traveller Site Assessments (August 2014), Appendix 3 states that the land off Stratford Road is ‘Agricultural Land Value Grade 2’, a conclusion shared within the SHLAA evidence.  The Sustainability Appraisal states that the “loss of Grade 3a agricultural land means that there is the potential for a major negative effect against SA Objective 9.”   This effect will be worse if the land is Grade 2.  The proposal is not justified by the evidence.





15. Access


There is no evidence to demonstrate the land can be satisfactorily accessed from the public highway via the existing private road serving Longbridge Farm. 





19. Deliverability


The deliverability of the site has not been demonstrated given the uncertainty in relation to ecology, heritage, flooding, and access. 





Conclusion


The Council are required to allocate land of least environmental value (paragraph 110 of the Framework).  This has not been demonstrated given the value of this site in ecological, historical, agricultural and flooding terms and the availability of other alternative sites.














