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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Bishops Tachbrook Parish Council has considered the District Council’s Preferred options Paper to form the basis of the new local plan. The Parish Council is pleased to find that a number of our comments previously made have been included in the plan, in particular, proposals that

· disperse the number of homes to be built more evenly across the district, 
· begin to address the effect on infrastructure that the level of growth proposed will have, 
· recognise the importance of retaining the essential green space between town & village.
However, the Parish Council is very concerned that the proposed level of growth will have an unwelcome effect on the quality of the District in terms of its character and value to residents. As a result we have examined the proposals in depth and have concluded that the evidence upon which the plan is based is unsound. If this is true, then the proposed Local Plan may not be confirmed by the Inspector leaving the District at considerable risk from uncontrolled development.
This response contains three papers, the first of which gives our views on all the preferred options PO1 to PO18, the second, Paper A, which examines the evidence that resulted in the 10,800 homes target and also takes the result of the 2011 census into account and the third, Paper B, that welcomes the Green Space Strategy and encourages a more all-encompassing approach so that it becomes a strategy rather than a management tool for land in public ownership.
Since the SHMA report was prepared and published there have been some major changes in legislation, such as the Localities Act, the National Planning Policy Framework, changes in population trends, changes in the economic situation and the publication of the 2011 Census results that show the population estimates used in the SHMA based on ONS estimates were too high and the actual population in Warwick District in 2011 was materially less than estimated.
Since all the policies contained in the draft Local Plan result from the selected level of growth, the Parish Council has carried out a detailed examination of the evidence from which the draft Local plan has been devised.   Paper A sets out the data used in the SHMA and the way it was used by that report and compares it with detailed ONS data and actual data as well as estimated to see whether the SHMA projections are still relevant despite these changes. The conclusion is that, to achieve the District Council’s objective of PROJECTION 1: TREND BASED then, rather than the 10,800 homes in the Preferred Options document, only 5,336 homes will be required and that only a small number of homes need to be built in greenfield locations.(see paragraph 6.4 Table 8 Paper A).
The advantages of that conclusion are set out on Pages 1 &2 of The Preferred Options Response in the section on PO1 Preferred Option: level of growth and would enable a Local Plan that is sustainable in environmental, social and economic terms to be adopted.
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