Date: 21 April 2016
Ourref: 181121

ENGLAND

Customer Services
Hornbeam House
Crewe Business Park
Electra Way

Crewe

BY EMAIL ONLY Cheshire
CW1 6GJ

newlocalplan@warwickdc.gov.uk

T 0300 060 3900

Dear Dave Barber

Regulations 19 and 20 Submission Warwick District Local Plan - Notice of Consultation on
Proposed Main Modifications

Thank you for your consultation on the above.

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)
The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended)

Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA)
Natural England considers the recommendations put forward in this report adequate and have no
further comment to make on the conclusions in the report.

Sustainability Appraisal Addendum Report
Natural England has considered the information provided in the addendum report and would like to
make the following comments:

e As a part of ensuring the increased benefits for the natural environment (as referred to in the
report) occur as a result of the uplift in housing in the plans allocations (as detailed in Policy
DS New 1), we strongly advise the Coventry Area Action Plan is considered for development
close to the Coventry city boundary. We are pleased to see reference to green infrastructure
features considered for these larger scale developments. Ensuring these become part of a
continued ecological network as far as possible will be important.

¢ We note that increased housing may have a negative effect on Best Most Versatile land in
the district. The Local Plan shoud give appropriate weight to the roles performed by the
areas soils. These should be valued as a finite multi-functional resource which underpins our
well-being and prosperity. Please find Natural England’s standard guidance on soils and
Local plans for your reference as an appendix to this response.

We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the meantime you have any
gueries please do not hesitate to contact us.
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For any queries relating to the specific advice in this letter only please contact Stephanie jones on
020 822 56760. For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation
please send your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.

Yours faithfully

Stephanie jones
Lead Adviser — Warwickshire and Gloucestershire
Sustainable Development — South Mercia
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Appendix

Soil and Agricultural Land Quality

Decisions about development should take full account of the impact on soils, their intrinsic character

and the sustainability of the many ecosystem services they deliver, for example:

1. Soil is a finite resource that fulfils many important functions and services (ecosystem
services) for society; for instance as a growing medium for food, timber and other crops, as a
store for carbon and water, as a reservoir of biodiversity and as a buffer against pollution. It is
therefore important that the soil resources are protected and used sustainably. The Natural
Environment White Paper (NEWP) 'The Natural Choice: securing the value of nature' (Defra,
June 2011), emphasises the importance of natural resource protection, including the
conservation and sustainable management of soils, for example:

e A Vision for Nature: ‘We must protect the essentials of life: our air, biodiversity, soils and
water, so that they can continue to provide us with the services on which we rely’
(paragraph 2.5).

e Safeguarding our Soils: ‘Soil is essential for achieving a range of important ecosystem
services and functions, including food production, carbon storage and climate regulation,
water filtration, flood management and support for biodiversity and wildlife’ (paragraph
2.60).

e ‘Protect ‘best and most versatile’ agricultural land’ (paragraph 2.35).

The conservation and sustainable management of soils also is reflected in the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF), particularly in paragraphs 109 and 112. When planning
authorities are considering land use change, the permanency of the impact on soils is an
important consideration. Particular care over planned changes to the most potentially
productive soil is needed, for the ecosystem services it supports including its role in
agriculture and food production. Plan policies should therefore take account of the impact on
land and soil resources and the wide range of vital functions (ecosystem services) they
provide in line with paragraph 17 of the NPPF, for example to:

e Safeguard the long term capability of best and most versatile agricultural land (Grades 1,
2 and 3a in the Agricultural Land Classification) as a resource for the future.

e To avoid development that would disturb or damage other soils of high environmental
value (e.g. wetland and other specific soils contributing to ecological connectivity, carbon
stores such as peatlands etc) and, where development is proposed.

e Ensure soil resources are conserved and managed in a sustainable way.

3. To assist in understanding agricultural land quality within the plan area and to safeguard
‘best and most versatile’ agricultural land in line with paragraph 112 of the National Planning
Policy Framework, strategic scale Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) Maps are available.
Natural England also has an archive of more detailed ALC surveys for selected locations.
Both these types of data can be supplied digitally free of charge by contacting Natural
England. Some of this data is also available on the www.magic.gov.uk website. The planning
authority should ensure that sufficient site specific ALC survey data is available to inform
decision making. For example, where no reliable information was available, it would be
reasonable to expect that developers should commission a new ALC survey, for any sites
they wished to put forward for consideration in the Local Plan

4. General mapped information on soil types is available as ‘Soilscapes’ on the
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/228842/8082.pdf
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www.maagic.gov.uk and also from the LandIS website http://www.landis.org.uk/index.cfm
which contains more information about obtaining soil data.

Further guidance for protecting soils (irrespective of their ALC grading) both during and
following development is available in Defra’s Construction Code of Practice for the
Sustainable Use of Soils on Construction Sites, to assist the construction sector in the better
protection of the soil resources with which they work, and in doing so minimise the risk of
environmental harm such as excessive run-off and flooding. The aim is to achieve positive
outcomes such as cost savings, successful landscaping and enhanced amenity whilst
maintaining a healthy natural environment, and we would advise that the Code be referred to
where relevant in the development plan.
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